PRINCIPAL’S PEN
EARTH WEEK
Earth Week falls on the school holidays so our students have been celebrating it
early. Classes have been engaging in a range of indoor and outdoor activities to
promote environmental awareness through learning about the importance of
sustainability and practical ways that students can recycle, reduce waste and be
more waterwise.

HARMONY WEEK
To continue to celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity and to further promote a
sense of belonging, our students have been exploring the many cultures in our
community. Our annual Harmony Week Traditional Dress Day will be held this
Friday 25th March. Students are invited to wear traditional dress or dress in the
Harmony Day colour orange.
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SCHOOL SPIRIT WEEK COMES TO BRABHAM
PS
Our students have faced many challenges this
term with many of them having to isolate and
continue learning from home. Our students have
shown commitment when learning from home
and have worked hard to catch up on any
learning missed when they have returned to
school.
At school, our students have consistently shown
our school values when adjusting to the
restrictions such as mask wearing, social
distancing and modified play areas. To reward
our students, boost excitement, and encourage
unity we will be holding a ‘School Spirit Week’
from Wednesday 30th March (week 9) to
Wednesday 6th April (week 10).
Throughout this week students we will have daily
themes that ecourage fun and creativity; and
provide opportunities for students to break out
of their usual routine. The focus is about
promoting positive student wellbeing and
ensuring that we provide positive memories for
our students as they end the term.

A MESSAGE FOR FAMILIES CHOOSING TO ISOLATE
The Leadership Team has been contacting families who have had students away for extended periods to check in
on family wellbeing and offer our support. We realise that there are times where families may choose to keep
their child at home (e.g., due to a sick or vulnerable family member). However, there are also several families who
are choosing to isolate due to the number of positive cases we have had at our school. It is our shared hope that
that we experience and move past the peak and begin to see a reduction in cases. However this may not happen
for some time.
When making the decision to keep your child at home it is also important to weigh up the cost of missing classroom
instruction for long periods of time. Work packages can support revision of previously taught concepts (during
short periods of mandatory isolation) but please remember, they do not replace quality teaching at school.
When checking in with families, one thing that has been reassuring is that many of our students who have
contracted Covid have had mild symptoms, or the symptoms have passed quickly and, in some cases, students
have had no symptoms at all.

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S
YOU ARE AMAZING!
Isolating at home can be challenging and it is essential to take care of yourselves while taking care of others. It’s the
same as what they tell you on planes. You need to put on your own oxygen mask before you can help others. It’s a huge
struggle to care for children if we neglect to look after ourselves. While you may think ‘easier said than done’, remember
these 4 tips to help you be kind to yourself:






Stay calm when you are feeling emotionally out-of-sorts. Think about what helps you to be calm and healthy.
Can you build some of these things into your day?
Connect with another person to feel better. One of the most effective ways to look after ourselves is to connect
with other adults. So, reach out to others however you can – by phone, social media or video calls
It’s helpful to limit the time you expose yourself to news and current events. We need to stay informed, but it is
important to avoid becoming overloaded and overwhelmed by negative news Understand that the kids living
with you will be looking to you to see how you’re coping. If you show them that you’re staying calm, they will be
more likely to mirror that approach.
Looking after yourself is not a luxury – it’s essential. By looking after yourself you’re staying healthy and well –
so you can have a better time with the kids.

You are not alone. Please reach out if you need assistance. You can also call beyondblue on 1300 22 4636 or Lifeline on
13 11 14 at any time.
Mrs Jenefer Goronski – Deputy Principal (Year 1 & 2)

BRABHAM V THE WORLD!
Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) has been a massive success amongst Brabham Primary students in years 2-6. Students learn
multiplication and division as inverse operations so they become more fluent at both when playing TTRS. Over the last
week alone, we have played for a total of 9,731 minutes- go team!

TTRS was a global challenge with schools competing from Columbia, Kuwait, and Barcelona to name a few. Out of the 288
schools competing we placed 149th. The best performing classes were Orange 3, Orange 4 and Orange 6, who all placed in the
top 12% of the 5798 classes who participated. Our highest scoring 3 students were Jishnu, Kevindeep and Jaden. Well done to
all the students who participated.

RIDE 2 SCHOOL DAY
This week we are joining hundreds of schools across Australia celebrating riding, walking, scooting and skating to school on
Friday 25.03.22 in recognition of National Ride2School Day.
We are using this day as an opportunity for students, parents and teachers to try riding, walking, skating or scooting to school
as well as celebrating all the regular walkers and riders. On this day, we aim to normalise walking and riding to school, and
hopefully help our families create a new habit. The day is a chance to celebrate walking and riding on a large scale and to prove
it can be done. Students who walk, ride or scoot to school will go into the draw to win extra play time and a special lunch with
the Your Move Team.
Mr Anthony Chiappalone – Deputy Principal (Year 3 & 4)

SCHOOL NEWS
HELPING MINDS WORKSHOP
Over the past 2 weeks, we were fortunate enough to have
Helping Minds present workshops to our Year 6 students
around the use of Social Media and Mental Health.
The workshops aimed to increase the students’ knowledge
and understanding around the positives of social media,
how social media links to mental health issues, why not to
believe everything you see on social media, cyber bullying
and healthy and safe social media use.
The students enjoyed the group discussions and took the
opportunity to reflect on their own social media use and
how good online safety links to positive mental health.
Kris Cooper - Wellbeing Officer / SNEA

ADMIN AWARE
Student Update Forms and Reminder of Unpaid Billing
Items: Your child/ren will be bringing these documents
home in an envelope in the upcoming weeks.
Please ensure Student Update Forms are signed prior to
returning.
A big Thank you to all families who have already paid
their Voluntary Contributions. These funds help to
provide recources in our school for your children to
access.
Administration Staff

